
City   of   Raymore   Unified   Development   Code  
Adult   Businesses  

Section   485.010: General   Definitions  

Adult   Business  

1. That   has   as   a   substantial   or   significant   purpose   the   sale   or   rental   of   merchandise   that   is  
intended   for   use   in   connection   with   specified   sexual   activities   or   that   emphasizes   matters  
depicting,   describing   or   relating   to   specified   sexual   activities   or   specified   anatomical   areas;  
or  

2. That   has   as   one   of   its   regular   and   substantial   business   purposes:   
a. The   providing   of   entertainment   where   the   emphasis   is   on   performances,   live   or  

otherwise,   that   depict,   portray,   exhibit   or   display   specified   anatomical   areas   or   specified  
sexual   activities;   or  

b. The   providing   of   services   that   are   intended   to   provide   sexual   arousal   or    excitement   or  
that   allow   observation   of   specified   sexual   activities   or   specified   anatomical   areas  
ancillary   to   other   pursuits   or   allow   participation   in   specified   sexual   activities   ancillary   to  
other   pursuits;   or  

3. That   is   "self   designated"   as   an   adult   business,   whether   through   the   use   of   signage   or   other  
business   activities.  

4. The   definition   of   adult   business   also   includes   but   is   not   limited   to   any   and   all   of   the   following  
specific   adult   businesses,   as   defined   herein:  
a. Businesses   Offering   Merchandise   for   Sale   or   Rent  

(1) Adult   Media   Outlet  
A   business   engaging   in   the   sale   or   rental   of   merchandise   where   a   substantial   or  
significant   portion   of   the   business   is   devoted   to   the   sale   or   rental   of   adult   media.  
The   presumption   that   a   substantial   or   significant   portion   of   a   business   is   devoted   to  
the   sale   or   rental   of   adult   media,   based   upon   the   above   guidelines,   shall   be  
rebuttable.    For   purposes   of   this   section,   “substantial   or   significant”   portion   of   a  
business   is   devoted   to   the   sale   or   rental   of   adult   media   if   any   one   or   more   of   the  
following   criteria   are   satisfied:  
(a) 40%   or   more   of   the   sales   (including   rentals)   is   derived   from   adult   media;  
(b) 40%   or   more   of   the   number   of   transactions,   measured   over   any   consecutive  

90-day   period,   relate   to   adult   media;  
(c) 40%   or   more   of   the   dollar   value   of   all   merchandise   displayed   at   any   time   is  

attributable   to   adult   media;   
(d) 40%   or   more   of   the   inventory   consists   of   adult   media   at   any   time;   
(e) 40%   or   more   of   the   merchandise   displayed   for   sale   or   rental   consists   of   adult  

media   at   any   time;   or   
(f) 40%   or   more   of   the   sales   floor   area   of   the   business   (not   including   storerooms,  

stock   areas,   bathrooms,   or   any   portion   of   the   business   not   open   to   the   public)  
is   devoted   to   adult   media   at   any   time.  

(2) Adult   Newsrack  
Any   coin-   or   card-operated   device   that   offers   for   sale   by   dispensing   printed  
material   which   is   distinguished   or   characterized   by   its   emphasis   on   matter  
depicting,   describing   or   relating   to   specified   sexual   activities   or   specified  
anatomical   areas.  

(3) Adult   Retail   Establishment  
A   business   that   displays   or   offers   goods   for   sale   or   rent   and   that   meets   any   of   the  
following   tests:   
(a) It   displays   or   offers   for   sale   or   rent   items   from   any   two   of   the   following  

categories:   sexually-oriented   toys   or   novelties;   clothing   that   graphically  
depicts   specified   anatomical   areas;   leather   goods   designed   or   marketed   for  
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use   for   sexual   bondage   or   sadomasochistic   practices;   and   the   combination   of  
items   constitutes   10   percent   or   more   of:   
i. The   sales   (including   rentals)   measured   in   dollars   over   any   consecutive  

90-day   period;   or  
ii. The   number   of   sales   transactions,   measured   over   any   90-day   period;   or  
iii. The   dollar   value   of   all   merchandise   displayed   at   any   time;   or  
iv. All   inventory   at   any   time;   or  
v. The   merchandise   displayed   for   sale   at   any   time;   or  
vi. The   sales   floor   area   of   the   business   (not   including   storerooms,   stock  

areas,   bathrooms   or   any   portion   of   the   business   not   open   to   the   public);  
(b) 5%   or   more   of   the   sales   (including   rentals),   measured   in   dollars   over   any  

consecutive   90-day   period   is   derived   from   sexually   oriented   toys   or   novelties;  
or  

(c) 5%   or   more   of   the   number   of   sales   transactions,   measured   over   any  
consecutive   90-day   period,   relate   to   sexually-oriented   toys   or   novelties;   or  

(d) 5%   or   more   of   the   dollar   value   of   all   merchandise   displayed   at   any   time   is  
attributable   to   sexually-oriented   toys   or   novelties;   or  

(e) 5%   or   more   of   all   inventory   consists   of   sexually-oriented   toys   or   novelties   at  
any   time;   or  

(f) 5%   or   more   of   the   sales   floor   area   of   the   business   (not   including   storerooms,  
stock   areas,   bathrooms,   or   any   portion   of   the   business   not   open   to   the   public)  
is   devoted   to   sexually-oriented   toys   or   novelties   at   any   time.  

b. Businesses   that   Provide   Entertainment  
(1) Adult   Entertainment   Business  

Any   business   to   which   the   public,   patrons   or   members   are   invited   or   admitted,  
which   provides   adult   entertainment,   as   defined   herein,   as   a   regular   and   substantial  
portion   of   its   business.    The   definition   of   adult   entertainment   business   also  
includes,   but   is   not   limited   to,   the   following   specific   adult   entertainment   businesses:  
(a) Adult   Motion   Picture   Theater  

An   establishment   with   a   screen   or   projection   areas,   where   a   regular   and  
substantial   portion   of   its   business   is   the   exhibition   to   patrons   of   films,   video  
tapes   or   motion   pictures   which:  
i. are   intended   to   provide   sexual   arousal   or   sexual   excitement   to   the  

patrons   and   
ii. are   distinguished   by   or   characterized   by   an   emphasis   on   matter  

depicting,   describing   or   relating   to   specified   sexual   activities   or   specified  
anatomical   areas.  

(b) Adult   Theater  
An   establishment   where   a   regular   and   substantial   portion   of   its   business   is  
providing   live   performance   of   activities   relating   to   specified   sexual   activities   or  
exhibition   of   specified   anatomical   areas   of   live   performers,   for   observation   by  
patrons.  

(c) Adult   Entertainment   Cabaret  
An   establishment   where   a   regular   and   substantial   portion   of   its   business   is  
providing   adult   entertainment   which   features   strippers,   male   or   female  
impersonators   or   live   performances;   or   material   which   depict,   portray,   exhibit,  
or   display   specified   anatomical   areas   or   specified   sexual   activities   or   are  
intended   to   arouse   or   excite   the   sexual   desires   of   the   entertainer,   other  
entertainer   or   patron.  

(d) Adult   Entertainment   Studio  
The   term   “adult   entertainment   studio”   also   includes   the   terms   “rap   studio,”  
“exotic   dance   studio,”   “sensitivity   studio”   or   “encounter   studio.”    This   is   an  
establishment   whose   premises   are   physically   arranged   so   as   to   provide  
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booths,   cubicles,   rooms,   compartments   or   stalls   separate   from   the   common  
areas   of   the   premises,   and   where   a   regular   and   substantial   portion   of   its  
business   is   providing   entertainment   which   features   materials   or   live  
performances   characterized   by   an   emphasis   on   or   features   materials   relating  
to   specified   sexual   activities   or   the   exhibition   of   specified   anatomical   areas.  

(e) Adult   Encounter   Parlor  
An   establishment   where   a   regular   and   substantial   portion   of   its   business   is   the  
provision   of   premises   where   patrons   congregate,   associate,   or   consort   with  
employees,   performers,   and/or   other   patrons   or   private   contractors   who  
display   specified   anatomical   areas   in   the   presence   of   such   patrons,   with   the  
intent   of   providing   sexual   arousal   or   excitement   to   such   patrons.  

(f) Body   Painting   Studio  
An   establishment   where   a   regular   or   substantial   portion   of   its   business   is   the  
application   of   paint   or   other   substance   to   or   on   the   human   body   by   any   means  
of   application,   technique   or   process   when   the   subject’s   body   displays  
specified   anatomical   areas   for   the   patron’s   view.  

c. Businesses   that   Provide   Services  
(1) Bath   House  

An   enterprise   where   a   regular   and   substantial   portion   of   its   business   is   offering  
baths   and/or   showers   with   other   persons   present   who   are   nude   or   displaying  
specified   anatomical   areas.  

(2) Adult   Motel  
An   enterprise   where   a   regular   and   substantial   portion   of   its   business   is   offering  
public   accommodations,   containing   more   than   150   square   feet   of   gross   floor   area,  
for   the   purpose   of   viewing   motion   pictures   or   viewing   publications   which   are  
distinguished   by   an   emphasis   on   the   depiction   or   description   of   specified   sexual  
activities   or   specified   anatomical   areas   by   any   photographic,   electronic,   magnetic  
tape,   digital   or   other   medium   (including   but   not   limited   to   film,   video,   magnetic   tape,  
laser   disc,   CD-ROM,   books,   magazines   or   periodical)   for   observation   by   patrons  
therein   and   which   rents   room   accommodations   for   less   than   six   hours   at   a   time.  

Adult   Entertainment  

Any   exhibition,   performance,   display   or   dance   of   any   type,   including,   but   not   limited   to,   talking,  
singing,   reading,   listening,   posing,   serving   food   or   beverages,   soliciting   for   the   sale   of   food,  
beverages   or   entertainment,   pantomiming,   modeling,   removal   of   clothing,   or   any   service   offered  
on   a   premises   where   such   exhibition,   performance,   display   or   dance   is   intended   to   arouse   or  
excite   the   sexual   desires   of   the   entertainer,   other   entertainers   or   patrons,   or   if   the   entertainment  
depicts,   portrays,   exhibits   or   displays   specified   anatomical   areas   or   specified   sexual   activities.   

Adult   Media  

Books,   magazines,   periodicals,   other   printed   matter,   pictures,   slides,   records,   audiotapes,  
videotapes,   compact   discs,   motion   pictures,   films,   CD-ROMs   or   other   devices   used   to   record  
computer   images,   or   other   media   which   are   distinguished   or   characterized   by   an   emphasis   on  
matters   depicting,   describing   or   relating   to   specified   sexual   activities   or   specified   anatomical  
areas.  

Adult   Video   Viewing   Booth  

Any   booth,   cubicle,   stall   or   compartment   which   is   designed,   constructed   or   used   to   hold   or   seat  
patrons   and   is   used   for   presenting   or   viewing   motion   pictures   or   viewing   publications   which   are  
distinguished   or   characterized   by   an   emphasis   on   the   depiction   of   specified   sexual   activities   or  
specified   anatomical   areas   by   any   photographic,   electronic,   magnetic   tape,   digital   or   other  
medium   (including,   but   not   limited   to,   film,   video,   magnetic   tape,   laser   disc,   CD-ROM,   books,  
magazines   or   periodicals)   for   observation   by   patrons   therein.    Adult   video   viewing   booths   are  
sometimes   referred   to   as   “peep   shows,”   “adult   video   arcades,”   “panorams”   and   “adult  
mini-motion   picture   theaters.”    An   adult   video   viewing   booth   shall   not   mean   a   theater,   movie  
house,   playhouse   or   a   room   or   enclosure   or   a   portion   thereof   which   contains   more   than   150  
square   feet   of   gross   floor   area.  
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Nude   or   Nudity  
The   appearance   of   the   human   bare   buttocks,   anus,   human   genitals,   the   areola   or   the   nipple   of  
the   female   breast   or   a   state   of   dress   which   fails   to   opaquely   or   fully   cover   the   anus,   human  
genitals   or   the   areola   or   the   nipple   of   the   female   breast.  

Sexually   Oriented   Toys   or  
Novelties  

1. Instruments,   devices   or   paraphernalia   which   either   depict   specified   anatomical   areas   or   are  
designed   or   marketed   for   use   in   connection   with   specified   sexual   activities.   In   determining  
whether   an   item   is   designed   for   marketed   for   use   in   connection   with   specified   sexual  
activities,   the   following   guidelines   may   be   considered:  
a. expert   testimony   as   to   the   principal   use   of   the   item;  
b. evidence   concerning   the   total   business   of   a   person   or   business,   or   a   person   or  

business   establishment,   and   the   type   of   merchandise   involved   in   the   business;  
c. national   and   local   advertising   concerning   the   use   of   the   item;  
d. evidence   of   advertising   concerning   the   nature   of   the   business   establishment;  
e. instructions,   graphics   or   other   material   contained   on   the   item   itself   or   on   the  

packaging   materials   for   the   item;  
f. the   physical   or   structural   characteristics   of   the   item;  
g. the   manner   in   which   the   item   is   displayed,   including   its   proximity   to   other   regulated  

merchandise   or   signage   relating   to   items   in   a   display   area.  
2. Any   person   may   request   an   interpretive   ruling   from   the   Chief   of   Police,   or   his   or   her  

designee,   as   to   whether   a   particular   item   is   considered   by   the   City   to   be   designed   or  
marketed   for   use   in   connection   with   specified   sexual   activities.    An   application   for   an  
interpretive   ruling   shall   be   made   in   writing   on   a   form   provided   by   the   Chief   of   Police,   and  
shall   be   accompanied   by   such   other   information   as   may   reasonably   be   requested   under  
the   circumstances   pertaining   to   the   specific   item   about   which   a   ruling   is   requested.    The  
Chief   of   Police   shall   issue   a   written   interpretive   ruling   within   10   business   days   following  
submission   of   a   completed   application.   The   decision   of   the   Chief   of   Police   may   be  
appealed   to   the   City   Council   within   15   days   following   the   date   of   the   interpretive   ruling   by  
submitting   a   written   notice   of   appeal   to   the   City   Clerk.  

Specified   Anatomical   Areas  

1. Uncovered   or   exposed   human   genitals,   pubic   region   or   pubic   hair,   buttocks,   female   breast  
or   breasts   below   a   point   immediately   above   the   top   of   the   areola   encircling   the   nipple,   or  
any   combination   of   the   foregoing;   or  

2. Human   male   genitals   in   a   discernibly   erect   state,   even   if   completely   and   opaquely   covered.  

Specified   Sexual   Activities  

Any   of   the   following   acts   of   intended   sexual   arousal   or   excitement:  
1. Sexual   conduct   including,   but   not   limited   to,   actual   or   simulated   acts   of   sexual   intercourse,  

masturbation,   oral   copulation   or   sodomy;  
2. Fondling   or   other   intentional   touching   of   a   person’s   clothed   or   unclothed   genitals,   pubic  

area,   buttocks,   or   the   breast   of   a   female;  
3. Sadomasochistic   acts;   or  
4. Acts   involving   animals   or   latent   objects.  

 

Section   410.020 Use   Table  

 
Use  PO  C-1  C-2  C-3  BP  M1  M2  PR  Use   Standard  
COMMERCIAL   USES           
Adult   Business  –  –  S  S  S  S  S  –  Section   400.010A  

Section   400.010B  
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Uses   identified   with   a   “P”   in   the   use   table   are   permitted   by-right   in   the   designated   zoning  
districts,   subject   to   compliance   with   all   other   applicable   provisions   of   the   Unified   Development  
Code.  

 

Section   420.030 Use-Specific   Standards,   Commercial   Uses  

A. Adult   Business  

1. Applicability  
This   section   applies   to   any   adult   business.  

2. Location   Restrictions    (Amendment   8   –   Ordinance   2011-9     2.28.11)  
No   adult   business   shall   be   located   in   the   following   areas:  

a. within   1,000   feet   of   any   school,   house   of   worship,   library,   licensed   child   care  
center,   public   park   or   property   zoned   for   residential   purposes,   which   uses   are  
located   within   the   City;   measurement   shall   be   made   in   a   straight   line   without  
regard   to   intervening   structures   or   objects   from   the   closest   portion   of   the  
parcel   containing   the   adult   business   to   the   closest   portion   of   the   parcel  
containing   the   school,   house   of   worship,   library,   licensed   child   care   center,  
public   park   or   property   zoned   for   residential   purposes;   or   

b. within   1,000   feet   of   any   other   adult   business   for   which   there   is   a   license   issued  
by   the   City   regardless   of   whether   such   businesses   are   located   on   the   same  
property   or   separate   properties;   measurements   shall   be   made   in   a   straight   line  
without   regard   to   intervening   structures   or   objects   from   the   closest   portion   of  
the   parcel   containing   the   preexisting   adult   business.  

3. Signs  
a. All   adult   businesses   shall   conspicuously   display   on   the   principal   entrance   to   the  

building   a   sign,   visible   from   the   exterior   of   the   building,   on   which   uppercase  
letters   shall   be   at   least   two   inches   high   and   lowercase   letters   shall   be   at   least   one  
inch   high,   which   shall   read   as   follows:  

THIS   BUSINESS   IS   AN   ADULT   BUSINESS.    ONLY   PERSONS  
EIGHTEEN   (18)   YEARS   OF   AGE   OR   OLDER   SHALL   BE   PERMITTED  
ON   THE   PREMISES.  

b. All   adult   businesses   shall   comply   with   the   sign   regulations   of   Chapter   435.  

4. Licensing  
All   applicable   licensing   requirements   of   Chapter   650:   Adult   Businesses   of   the   City   of  
Raymore   shall   be   satisfied.  
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5. Adult   Video   Viewing   Booths  
Adult   video   viewing   booths   are   hereby   strictly   prohibited   either   as   a   principal   use   or  
an   accessory   use.  

B. Businesses   with   Adult   Media   or   Sexually   Oriented   Toys   or   Novelties  
Available  

1. Applicability  
a. Any   bookstore,   media   store,   video   store,   theater   or   other   retail   store   in   which  

adult   media   constitutes   more   than   10   percent   but   not   more   than   40   percent   of:  

(1) the   store’s   inventory   at   any   time;  

(2) the   merchandise   displayed   for   sale   or   rental   at   any   time;   or  

(3) the   sales   floor   area   of   the   business   (not   including   store   rooms,   stock  
areas,   bathrooms,   or   any   portion   of   the   business   not   opened   to   the  
public)   at   any   time.  

b. Any   bookstore,   media   store,   video   store,   theater,   or   other   retail   store,   in   which  
sexually   oriented   toys   and   novelties   constitute   more   than   five   percent   of:  

(1) the   sales   (including   rentals),   measured   in   dollars   over   any   consecutive  
90-day   period;  

(2) the   number   of   sales   transactions,   measured   over   any   consecutive   90-day  
period;   

(3) the   dollar   value   of   all   merchandise   displayed   at   any   time;   

(4) the   merchandise   displayed   for   sale   at   any   time;   or  

(5) the   sales   floor   area   of   the   business   (not   including   storerooms,   stock   areas,  
bathrooms,   or   any   portion   of   the   business   not   open   to   the   public)   at   any  
time.  

c. Prohibition   of   Public   Display  
The   owner   or   operator   of   a   store   to   which   this   section   applies   shall   have   the  
affirmative   duty   to   prevent   the   public   display   of   adult   media   or   sexually   oriented  
toys   or   novelties   at   or   within   the   portions   of   the   business   open   to   the   general  
public.  

d. Display   of   Adult   Media   or   Sexually   Oriented   Toys   or   Novelties  
Adult   media   or   sexually   oriented   toys   or   novelties   in   a   store   to   which   this  
section   applies   shall   be   kept   in   a   separate   room   or   section   of   the   store,   which  
room   or   section   shall:  

(1) not   be   open   to   any   person   under   the   age   of   18;  

(2) be   physically   and   visually   separate   from   the   rest   of   the   store   by   an   opaque  
wall   or   durable   material   reaching   at   least   eight   (8)   feet   high   or   to   the  
ceiling,   whichever   is   less;  
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(3) be   located   so   that   the   entrance   to   it   is   as   far   as   is   reasonably   practicable  
from   media   or   other   inventory   in   the   store   likely   to   be   of   particular  
interest   to   children;  

(4) have   access   controlled   by   electronic   or   other   means   to   provide   assurance  
that   persons   under   age   18   will   not   gain   admission   and   that   the   general  
public   will   not   accidentally   enter   such   room   or   section;   and  

(5) provide   signage   at   the   entrance   stipulating   that   persons   under   18   are   not  
permitted   inside.   

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Also   applicable   for   Adult   Businesses   to   locate   in   Raymore   is   City   Code   Chapter   650  
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