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City of Raymore Unified Development Code  
 

Section 415.050 OT, Original Town District (Amendment 5 – Ordinance 2010-34 4.26.10) 

A. Purpose and Description 
1. The purpose of the OT, Original Town Overlay District is to preserve and enhance 

the historic character of the Original Town neighborhood.  Its intent is to encourage a 
mix of residential, commercial, and institutional uses while ensuring their 
compatibility.   

B. Objectives 
In order to preserve and enhance the historic character of the Original Town neighborhood, 
the following objectives will be realized: 

1. Preserve the neighborhood’s housing stock and encourage new housing to be 
compatible with existing development and reflective of the neighborhood’s history.   

2. Provide an opportunity for small, locally-owned businesses to grow by allowing home-
businesses, live/work uses, and commercial spaces.   

3. Encourage compatibility of new construction and structural alterations with the 
existing scale and character of surrounding properties. 

4. Create a unique and identifiable neighborhood with a distinct yet compatible character 
with the rest of the City.   

C. Permitted and Conditional Uses 
1. All uses allowed in the underlying zoning district shall be allowed in the OT district as 

specified in the Use Table in Sections 405.020 and 410.020 with the exceptions listed 
below.  Those uses identified as requiring a conditional use permit shall do so in 
accordance with the regulations of this code.  

2. Live/work uses shall be permitted in commercially zoned property and shall be a 
conditional use in residentially zoned property in the OT district.   Live/work uses 
shall be permitted in accordance with the following regulations: 

a. Any commercial use permitted in the underlying zoning district is permitted in 
the live/work unit with the exception of the following uses, which are deemed 
incompatible: 

(1) uses prohibited in the Original Town Overlay District; 

(2) adult businesses; 

(3) firearms sales or instruction; 

(4) pet stores, kennels, and veterinary clinics; 

(5) liquor sales; and 

(6) amusement and recreation uses. 

3. At least one resident in each live/work unit shall maintain a valid occupational license 
for a business on the premises. 
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a. Neither the living space nor the working space shall be less than twenty five 
percent (25%) of the combined floor area of the site. 

b. The commercial use may occur in the primary structure or a detached accessory 
building.  The residential use shall not be located in an accessory building. 

c. Parking must be provided in accordance with the requirements for the 
commercial use. 

d. The workspace must meet the requirements of the building and fire code for 
the type of activity/use being undertaken. 

e. Signs shall be installed pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 435 and the 
requirements in this section. 

D. Prohibited Uses 
In order to promote compatibility between residential and commercial uses in the OT 
district, the following uses are prohibited: 

1. vehicle sales and service uses;  

2. drive-thru facilities. 

E. Dimensional Standards 
1. The following bulk and dimensional standards will apply to all lots in the OT District: 

  

Minimum Lot Area 8,000 sq.ft. 

Minimum Lot Width  50 ft 

Minimum Lot Depth 100 ft 

Minimum Front Yard 20 ft 

Minimum Rear Yard 30 ft 

Minimum Side Yard 7.5 ft 

Maximum Building Height 35 ft 

Maximum Building Coverage 30% 

 

2. New development in the OT district must comply with the average front yard 
provisions of 405.030(B)(2) and 410.030(B)(2).   

F. District-Specific Design Requirements (Amendment 16 – Ordinance 2013-056 8.26.13) 

1. Design Guidelines 
Property developed or redeveloped in the Original Town Overlay District should 
comply with the recommendations found in the Original Town Neighborhood Design 
Guidelines document. 

2. Garage Orientation 
a. Garages doors facing the street shall be set back at least 8 feet from the primary 

façade. 
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b. Garage doors shall not comprise more than 50 percent of the front façade. 

c. Rear-loading, side-loading, and detached garages shall not be subject to 
standards of this sub-section. 

3. Parking 
a. On-street parking spaces adjacent to the property may count towards the 

required number of parking spaces.  On-street parking spaces must be in 
compliance with Chapters 350 through 365 of the Raymore Municipal Code. 

b. Shared parking is permitted for non-residential uses in accordance with Section 
425.060.  

4. Outdoor Storage 
Outdoor storage or display of merchandise shall be prohibited on commercially-zoned 
properties in the OT district. 

5. Signs 
a. Electronic message center signs are prohibited in the OT district, with the 

following exception: 

(1) A non-residential use on a lot with frontage on a Major Arterial can 
utilize an electronic message center sign. 

b. The maximum permitted size for a permanent freestanding sign located on a 
local street shall be 24 square feet in copy area. 

6. Lighting 
a. Luminaires shall not exceed 20 feet in height. 

G. Waiver (Amendment 25 – Ordinance 2017-051 8.28.17) 
 

1. The Planning and Zoning Commission may waive one or more of the specific 
design requirements of this section. 

2. A public hearing shall be held in accordance with Section 470.010E. A sign shall be 
posted on the subject property in accordance with Section 470.010E1d. 

3. In its deliberation of a request the Planning and Zoning Commission must make 
findings of fact taking into consideration the following: 

a. The waiver will not negatively affect the character of the surrounding 
properties;  

b. The waiver will provide a home desing consistent with the design of homes 
on the surrounding property; and 

c. There is no reasonable alternative available to design the home to be 
compliant with the required standards. 
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