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Basement Finishing and Remodeling Code Guidelines 
 
The information provided is to enhance construction uniformity and the adoption of common 
construction codes and procedures.  This document is intended to assist contractors and home 
owners in understanding the minimum code requirements for basement finishes and remodeling 
projects.  Also it is to be consistent with other municipalities and county governments in the 
Kansas City metro area. 
 
The information provided should not be considered a complete list of code requirements. 
Structural modifications, such as relocation of support columns, relocation of bearing walls, or 
reframing floor joists are not within the scope of this document.  A registered design professional 
should be hired to provide review and design services for structural projects.   
 
Building Permit and Permit Requirements 
 
Permits—A permit is required to finish or remodel a basement, or home that involves 
construction of walls or installation or extension of electrical circuits, plumbing drains or vents or 
ductwork. 
 Exempt Work—Repair and maintenance work, such as carpeting, painting, wall  
   paper, receptacle replacement, fixture replacement, (sinks, stools, 
   lighting fixtures), vanities and cabinetry do not require a permit. 
 
Contractors—Most municipalities allow a homeowner to obtain a permit to do work in the house 
they own or occupy.  If the homeowner is hiring a contractor to do the work, the contractor is 
required to obtain the permit.  To obtain a permit contractors are required to be licensed within 
the City of Raymore to do work.  Licensing assures that contractors have met the minimum 
requirements for code knowledge, and maintain workman’s compensation and general liability 
insurance.  Code deficiencies or failure to complete the work in compliance with the code 
requirements is the responsibility of the person who obtained the permit.  For additional 
contractor licensing information contact the City of Raymore City Clerk’s office at 816-331-
0488. 
 
Codes—This document is based on the 2006 International Residential Code (IRC) and accepted 
engineering and construction practices.  Please check with the Building Inspections office for any 
other code questions and/ or amendments that may affect the use of this document as a 
construction guide. 
 
Application and Fees—Application for building permit may be found on our web site or at our 
office.  Plans showing the work to be performed is required.  A plan review fee and final 
inspection fee is part of the building permit.  For a list of fees see our web site. 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
Source:  http://buildingcodes.jocogov.org/       4/2007 


